Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #18
                     *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Ellie Baker, (daughter of Ken & Judy Baker, Jane Baker’s granddaughter); *Gerry Wiest, (Hosp.); Neva Cichy; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver, (will be having surgery); Arletta Thomas; Gary Fetterhoff; Sue Maichle; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Betty Sweigard; Justin Hoffman
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform The Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                  MAY 8, 2022
                             Mother’s Day 

     Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Rev. Howard Burgoyne - Guest Speaker 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Howard Burgoyne, Guest Speaker
David Novinger, Liturgist

Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
May 8, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Fourth Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                 Ed Dobbin                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:   We come seeking the Bread of Life-the food that lasts for eternal life.
P:  Jesus said,”I am the Bread of Life. Those who come to me will never go hungry.”
L:  Feed us with your love and healing power, O Lord.
P:  Give us the bread of hope and compassion that we may also feed others.
L:  Come, all you who are hungry for the Bread of Life, and let us worship together.
P:  Praise to you, O Lord, for your steadfast love and compassion for us. AMEN.
 
*Hymn -        “To God Be the Glory”                     Page 66

*Invocation                                                       Liturgist                      
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. As we gather this morning to worship you, show us your truth, and open our hearts, minds and souls to your Word. Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Old Testament: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15    (See Insert)  Rachael Bryson

Psalm: Psalm 34:1-3; 9-15   (Responsively)   (See Insert)  Liturgist
Gospel:  John 6:25-46                         (See Insert)     Donna Novinger

Hymn -            “Break Thou the Bread of Life”      Page 274
Scripture: Gospel: John 6:47-59     (See Insert)           Liturgist     
Sermon:   “Reclaiming the Promises”  Rev. Howard Burgoyne
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “Standing on the Promises”               Page 271 
*Benediction
                                               
Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”      Liturgist
Response: “And also with you.”                      Congregation



Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 8th the Fourth Sunday of Easter and Mother’s Day! Masks are not required but are encouraged if anyone feels vulnerable. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK REV. HOWARD BURGOYNE, Superintendent of East Coast Conference of Evangelical Covenant Church, and his wife Ann for worshipping with us and Howard as our Guest Speaker today May 8th! 
OUR BEAUTIFUL ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the glory of God by Esther Masser in loving memory of her husband Kermit.
       We wish all Mothers a Blessed Happy Mother’s Day!
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
May   8 -  Mother’s Day -
               9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                 10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

             Rev. Howard Burgoyne is Guest Speaker

May 10 - 5:30-6:30  - “Free Community Meal Take Out - All meals must be reserved by Thursday May  5th  
May 15 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - To be announced

May 18 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN thru May 22nd.  Don’t forget to return your baby bottles!
LAY READERS: May 8 Mother’s Day - Sue Faust, Dave Novinger; May 15 - Donna Novinger, Rachael; May 22 - To be announced. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: May 8 Mother’s Day - Dave Novinger; May 15 - To be announced; May 22 - Ed Dobbin. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 1 was 36. 
Due to technical difficulties there was no live-stream or video of our May 1 worship service.  We are sorry for any inconvenience.
Face book views for Apr. 24 as of May 4 were 58.

 PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

1st SCRIPTURE READING-O. T. - Exodus 16:2-4; 9-15 (NLT)
2 There, too, the whole community of Israel complained about Moses and Aaron. 3 “If only the Lord had killed us back in Egypt,” they moaned. “There we sat around pots filled with meat and ate all the bread we wanted. But now you have brought us into this wilderness to starve us all to death.” 4 Then the Lord 
said to Moses, “Look, I’m going to rain down food from heaven for you. Each day the people can go out and pick up as much food as they need for that day. I will test them in this to see whether or not they will follow my instructions.  9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Announce this to the entire community of Israel: ‘Present yourselves before the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole community of Israel, they looked out toward the wilderness. There they could see the awesome glory of the Lord in the cloud. 11 Then the

Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the Israelites’ complaints. Now tell them, ‘In the evening you will have meat to eat, and in the morning you will have all the bread you want. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God.’” 13 That evening vast numbers of quail flew in and covered the camp. And the next morning the area around the camp was wet with dew. 14 When the dew evaporated, a flaky substance as fine as frost blanketed the ground. 15 The Israelites were puzzled when they saw it. “What is it?” they asked each other. They had no idea what it was. And Moses told them, “It is the food the Lord has given you to eat.
2nd Reading - Psalm 34:1-3, 9-14 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 I will praise the Lord at all times.
    I will constantly speak his praises.
2 I will boast only in the Lord;
    let all who are helpless take heart.
3 Come, let us tell of the Lord’s greatness;
    let us exalt his name together.
9 Fear the Lord, you his godly people,
    for those who fear him will have all they need.
10 Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry,
    but those who trust in the Lord will lack no good thing.
2nd Reading - Psalm 34:1-3, 9-14 (Responsive) (NLT) (Continued)
11 Come, my children, and listen to me,
    and I will teach you to fear the Lord.
12 Does anyone want to live a life
    that is long and prosperous?
13 Then keep your tongue from speaking evil
    and your lips from telling lies!
14 Turn away from evil and do good.
    Search for peace, and work to maintain it.
3rd Reading - *Gospel John 6:25-46 (NLT)
25 They found him on the other side of the lake and asked, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, you want to be with me because I fed you, not because you understood the miraculous signs. 27 But don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. Spend your energy seeking the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you. For God the Father has given me the seal of his approval.” 28 They replied, “We want to perform God’s works, too. What should we do?” 29 Jesus told them, “This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.”
30 They answered, “Show us a miraculous sign if you want us to believe in you. What can you do? 31 After all, our ancestors ate manna while they journeyed through the wilderness! The Scriptures say, ‘Moses gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”
32 Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, Moses didn’t give you bread from heaven. My Father did. And now he offers you the true bread from heaven. 33 The true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “give us that bread every day.” 35 Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But you haven’t believed in me even though you have seen me. 37 However, those the Father has given me will come to me, and I will never reject them. 38 For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. 39 And this is the will of God, that I should not lose even one of all those he has given me, but that I should raise them up at the last day. 40 For it is my Father’s will that all who see his Son and believe in him should have eternal life. I will raise them up at the last day.” 41 Then the people began to murmur in disagreement 
3rd Reading - *Gospel John 6:25-34; 39-59 (NLT)  (Continued)
because he had said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph? We know his father and mother. How can he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 43 But Jesus replied, “Stop complaining about what I said. 44 For no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them to me, and at the last day I will raise them up. 45 As it is written in the Scriptures, ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 (Not that anyone has ever seen the Father; only I, who was sent from God, have seen him.) 
4th Reading - *Gospel - John 6:47-59 (NLT)
47 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life. 48 Yes, I am the bread of life! 49 Your ancestors ate manna in the wilderness, but they all died. 50 Anyone who eats the bread from heaven, however, will never die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and this bread, which I will offer so the world may live, is my flesh.” 52 Then the people began arguing with each other about what he meant. “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” they asked. 53 So Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you cannot have eternal life within you. 54 But anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise that person at the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Anyone who eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 I live because of the living Father who sent me; in the same way, anyone who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 I am the true bread that came down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will not die as your ancestors did (even though they ate the manna) but will live forever.” 59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUPPLY PASTORS FOR MAY:
   Sunday May 8th:    Rev. Howard Burgoyne

   Sunday May 15th:  Pastor Shawn Bentley

   Sunday May 22nd:  To be announced

   Sunday May 29th:   Rev. Kristine Heckard
Hymn story “Standing on the Promises” (Pg. 271 of Red Hymnal)
     Russell Kelso Carter (1849-1928) was a man of varied passions and abilities. A native of Baltimore, Maryland, Carter was known as an excellent athlete in his youth. The Methodist Holiness camp had a deep impact upon his life and he was appointed into the ministry in 1887, he also went to medical school.
     “Standing on the Promises” was composed in 1886 while Carter occupied various teaching posts at the Pennsylvania Military Academy including professor of chemistry, natural science, civil engineering, and mathematics. He was a member of the first graduating class in 1867 and had a powerful affection for the school. He also published textbooks in his different disciplines and even wrote several novels. He was a musician and songwriter.    

    In 1886, he co-edited Songs of Perfect Love with John Sweney (1837-1899), who wrote the music for such beloved songs as Beulah Land and Fill Me Now. This hymnbook included Carter’s most famous hymn, Standing on the Promises. Author Phil Kerr makes a correlation between the music and the military academy in his book, Music in Evangelism, saying that Carter’s military experience was reflected in the martial musical style of the hymn. 
A believer’s stability for this life as well as his confidence for eternity rests solely on the written promise of God’s Word. It is this reminder of a Christian’s daily dependence upon the promises of God that has made this straight-forward, rhythmical gospel hymn a favorite with God’s people for the past century.

  
Although Carter was a professed Christian most of his life, it wasn’t until a crisis with his natural heart that he began to understand the reality and power of Bible promises. At age 30, his health was in critical condition and the physicians could do no more for him. Carter turned to God for help and healing. He knelt and made a promise that healing or no, his life was finally and forever, fully consecrated to the service of the Lord. It was from that moment that the written Word of God became alive to Carter. He began to stand upon the promises of healing, determining to believe no matter what his physical condition, no matter how he felt. Over the course of the next several months his strength returned, and his heart was completely healed! Carter lived another healthy 49 years.

   The hymn Carter had written several years before his healing miracle became more than words and music to him. Standing on the Promises became an integral part of his life.

Hymn: “To God Be the Glory” (Page 66 Red hymnal)
  TO GOD BE THE GLORY Public Domain
Fanny Jane Crosby | William Howard Doane

CCLI Song # 23426 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  To God be the glory great things He hath done
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin
And opened the life gate that all may go in     Chorus
Chorus

Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the earth hear His voice
Praise the Lord praise the Lord
Let the people rejoice
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son
And give Him the glory great things He hath done
Verse 2  O perfect redemption the purchase of blood
To every believer the promise of God
The vilest offender who truly believes
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives      Chorus
Verse 3  Great things He hath taught us
Great things He hath done
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son
But purer and higher and greater will be
Our wonder our transport when Jesus we see   Chorus
Link for hymn: “To God Be the Glory” (Page 66):
https://youtu.be/XdTfonBbNK8?t=2 

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 10th, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Ham, Baked Scalloped potatoes, Salad - (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), Fruit Salad, Dessert - (Choice of Choc cake w/PB icing or Choc cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/white icing or Yellow cake w/choc icing). Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” (Pg. 274 Red Hymnal)
Alexander Groves | Mary Artemisia Lathbury | William Fiske Sherwin   

CCLI Song #128338   CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Break Thou the bread of life dear Lord to me
As Thou didst break the loaves beside the sea
Beyond the sacred page I seek Thee Lord
My spirit pants for Thee O living Word
Verse 2   Bless Thou the truth dear Lord to me to me
As Thou didst bless the bread by Galilee
Then shall all bondage cease all fetters fall
And I shall find my peace my all in all
Verse 3   Thou art the bread of life O Lord to me
Thy holy Word the truth that saveth me
Give me to eat and live with Thee above
Teach me to love Thy truth for Thou art love
Verse 4    O send Thy Spirit Lord now unto me
That He may touch my eyes and make me see
Show me the truth concealed within Thy Word
And in Thy Book revealed I see the Lord
Link to hymn:  “Break Thou the Bread of Life” (274):
https://youtu.be/dp8oi0qjanU?t=2 

SEARCH COMMITTEE: We are looking for people to be on the Search Committee for a new pastor. Please prayfully consider being part of the search committee. Contact Dave Novinger if you are interested on being on the search committee or have questions. 

2022 GRADUATES - Please fill out the form that is in the April/May newsletter (it has also been in previous April bulletins) so we can recognize and acknowledge our 2022 graduates for high school and college. 
Hymn: “Standing on the Promises” (Page 271Red hymnal)
PROMISES Public Domain
Russell Kelso Carter

CCLI Song # 31803 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  Standing on the promises of Christ my King
Through eternal ages let His praises ring
Glory in the highest I will shout and sing
Standing on the promises of God
Chorus

Standing standing
Standing on the promises of God my Savior
Standing standing
I'm standing on the promises of God

Verse 2   Standing on the promises that cannot fail
When the howling storms of doubt and fear assail
By the living Word of God I shall prevail
Standing on the promises of God
Verse 4

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord
Bound to Him eternally by love's strong cord
Overcoming daily with the Spirit's Sword
Standing on the promises of God
Verse 5

Standing on the promises I cannot fall
List'ning ev’ry moment to the Spirit's call
Resting in my Savior as my All in All
Standing on the promises of God

Link for hymn: “Standing on the Promises” (Page 271):   
  https://youtu.be/hPjkmM3F1kw?t=11 
https://youtu.be/-WXs8oaqhg8?t=4 
History of Hymn “To God Be the Glory” (Pg. 66 of Red Hymnal)

   "To God Be the Glory" is a hymn with lyrics by Fanny Crosby and music by William Howard Doane, first printed in 1875.  It appears to have been created around 1872 but was published in 1875 in Robert Lowry and Doane's hymn compilation, "Brightest and Best."

    In 1954, the song leader for Billy Graham was given a copy with the suggestion that "To God be the Glory" be included in the songbook for the London Crusade. It was so well-loved that he included it again later that year in the Crusade in Nashville, Tennessee. The audience responded enthusiastically and from that time on, he used it frequently. With this exposure, the hymn quickly became well-known to Christians worldwide and is printed in most modern hymnals. 

    In this hymn, the primary focus of God’s actions is on the redemption of humanity through Jesus Christ. The second line of the first stanza, “So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,” echoes John 3:16. "To God Be the Glory" celebrates the greatness of God and calls upon an appreciation for the wondrous things "He hath done." It is a glorious hymn to be sung rejoicefully in the spirit of gratitude.  

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.

MISSION OFFERING donations (January thru April) go to “Community Meals” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM.  
GIRL SCOUTS: Trp. 10728 meets 2nd & 4th Sun. 5:30-7PM; Trp.11300 meets 1 & 3 Mon.; Trp. 10740 meets 2nd & 4th Tues. 5:45-8PM; Trp. 11301 meets 2nd Thurs. 6-7:30PM; Trp. 11570 meets every other Friday 6-7:30PM. G. S. Leaders meet 1st Mon. of the month.

Hymn Story of Hymn, “Break Thou the Bread Of Life” 
      (Pg. 274 of Red Hymnal)
    Miss Mary Artemisia Lathbury, the author of this beautiful hymn, was born in Manchester, N.Y., August 10, 1841, the daughter of a Methodist minister.

    She was a woman of great beauty of character, and everyone loved her that came to know her. Her expressive face and gentle, modest bearing had a peculiar charm.

    This hymn was written for the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, and Miss Lathbury called it A Study Song.

Its lovely reference to the Sea of Galilee is made doubly interesting when one remembers that the hymn was written beside the beautiful Lake Chautauqua, New York.

     Miss Lathbury suffered from very poor eyesight, which makes the line in stanza four especially interesting and poignant: “touch my eyes, and make me see.”

    William Fisk Sherwin composed the tune “Bread of Life,” in 1877, the same year Lathbury penned the text. The two were published together in 1878 in the Chatauqua Carols. The tune is very meditative and fits the idea of what Sherwin’s teacher, Lowell Mason, considered to be a “Chaste” European model with “Scientific improvement” and “correct” tunes. Sherwin was born in Buckland, Massachusetts as a Baptist lay person. He studied under a few big name people such as Lowell Mason and George Webb.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                                           Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #18                 May 8, 2022             “Reclaiming the Promises”

                                                       Fourth Sunday of Easter

Rev. Howard Burgoyne is Guest Speaker at Valleys this Sunday May 8th.  This one of our member’s devotional on the scripture Rev. Burgoyne will preach about. We pray this devotion will bring you closer to God.

Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                     

L:  We come seeking the Bread of Life-the food that lasts for eternal life.

P:  Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life. Those who come to me will never go hungry.”
L:  Feed us with your love and healing power, O Lord.

P:  Give us the bread of hope and compassion that we may also feed others.

L:  Come, all who are hungry for the Bread of Life, and let us worship together.

P:  Praise to you, O Lord, for your steadfast love and compassion for us. AMEN.
Invocation

Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. As we gather this morning to worship you, show us your truth, and open our hearts, minds and souls to your Word. Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Old Testament: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

Responsive: Psalm 34:1-3, 9-15

*Gospel: John 6:25-46, 47-59 (Sermon emphasis is on verses 35-38)

Meditation:

Do you remember the musical duo Simon and Garfunkel, they once sang a song that had a line, “Where have you gone, Joe DiMaggio, a nation turns its lonely eyes to you. What’s that you say, Mrs. Robinson?” It was originally part of the soundtrack for the film The Graduate, the song “Mrs. Robinson” has become one of the 1960s’ best-known ballads.

In a 60 Minutes interview a few years ago the songwriter Paul Simon mentioned that some time after the song was released, he received a letter from Joe DiMaggio, (DiMaggio is widely considered one of the greatest baseball players of all time), in which DiMaggio expressed confusion at what in the world that song could mean. DiMaggio wrote, “What do you mean ‘Where have I gone?’ I haven’t gone anywhere! I’m still around-I’m selling Mr. Coffee machines.” Then Mr. Simon smiled wryly at Mike Wallace and remarked, “Obviously Mr. DiMaggio is not accustomed to thinking of himself as a metaphor!” Mr. DiMaggio was not thinking of himself as an image or symbol but as a real person.

We probably would react the same way because we see ourselves as real people with accurate, descriptive identities as a wife, a mother, daughter, husband, father, son, church member, a volunteer, a doctor, mechanic, secretary, teacher, librarian, farmer, plumber, grandparent, etc. – these are all honest descriptions of who we are in relation to people around us in life.

We wouldn’t expect someone to come up to us and say “I am the Bread of Life” would we? We would expect them to say, “I’m a secretary” or “I’m a plumber” or “I’m a college student.”  But our eyes would widen if someone said, “I am the oil that lubes my company’s machine” or “I am the antibody that shields my family from the virus of unbelief.”

According to John’s gospel Jesus frequently referred to himself in a symbolic way.  The people followed Jesus because they wanted him to give them more food just as he had done the miracle of the fishes and the loaves. After all they reasoned that ‘Moses gave the people bread from heaven to eat.’ in the wilderness for 40 years the Jesus should be able to feed them too.

Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, Moses didn’t give you the bread from heaven. My Father did. And now he offers you the true bread from heaven. The true bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. The people wanted Jesus to give them the bread he was talking about every day.

 Jesus was trying to get them to understand that the bread they ate would only fill their stomachs but the Bread of Life that Jesus was talking about would bring them eternal life and that is much more important than manna. The people were thinking bread to eat but Jesus meant bread to fill their spiritual souls. This statement is repeated six times in the context of verse 32, 38, 41, 50-51, and 58 emphasizing Jesus divine origin,

In Verse 35 Jesus declares “I am the Bread of Life”, the first of seven self-descriptions of himself introduced by “I am” in the Gospel of John,   

1. I am the Bread of Life. (chapter 6:35)

2. I am the Light of the World. (chapters 8:12, 9:5)

3. I am the Gate. (chapter 10:7)

4. I am the Good Shepherd (chapter 10:11, 14)

5. I am the Resurrection and the Life (chapter11:25)

6. I am The Way and The Truth and The Life (chapter 14:6)

7. I am The True vine. (chapter 15:1)

Did you notice that there are seven self-descriptions? The number seven comes up a lot in the Bible. Seven days of creation, seventh day God rested, during the seventh year let the land lay unplanted just to name a few.


Jesus came down from heaven not to do his will but to do God’s will, the one who sent Jesus down to earth. True believers will persevere because of Christ’s firm hold on them. In John 6:35 Jesus said, “And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me but raise them up at the last day. (Verse 40) For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life and I will raise them up at the last day.” “The last day”, an expression found only in John’s New Testament. Jesus is probably referring to the day of resurrection followed by the judgment.


Death cannot destroy the life Christ gives. People don’t come to Christ strictly on their own initiative, the Father draws them. Christians believe that Jesus did say these things that these sayings teach us not just that Jesus is God but they also tell us more about who God is.

The sheer number of times that Jesus so emphatically referred to himself as “I am: is very likely an echo of God’ personal name as he first described it to Moses at the burning bush. “You tell Israel that I AM sent you.”


We must believe that Jesus is God’s bread of heaven, that He was sent from heaven and that by absorbing him by faith we are nourished with a life that won’t die even when doctors pull out the last tube of our existence on this earth.


In its first century setting, the symbol of bread of heaven was a provocative invitation for Jesus’ fellow Jews to rethink the history of their understanding of God was based, and hence an invitation to rethink the nature of their own relationship to God and of Jesus’ place in that relationship. It also provided a vital symbol for understanding the essential remembrance of Jesus and the celebration of his continuing, living presence, particularly experienced in the Lord’s Supper.


For Christians today this passage should serve both these ends: It should inform our understanding of our own relationship to Jesus – and of life itself – and it should inform our own practice of celebrating the Lord’s Supper. Our belief in Jesus is expressed by visible actions of worship in our lives.


Jesus is the Bread of Life and when we participate in communion, it is a testimony to that fact. That Jesus is the Bread of Life bears significance far beyond that – it is a claim of Jesus’ ultimate life-giving relationship to the world.

Think about this – we live in a culture where very few people are actually starving in our country. Almost everyone has access to food and most of us have access to more food than we could possibly eat. We were at a buffet recently with lots of food – chicken, beef, fish, mashed potatoes, many kinds of vegetables and many different desserts. If you went away hungry it was not because there wasn’t enough food! (Most likely you would go away too full and think “Why did I eat so much!” because you felt so stuffed.) That is not true for much of the world. And’ it certainly wasn’t true for the people following Jesus. Food was scarce. So, when you found a good source of food you followed it. Because food was life. It was the most important thing to them. We might not fully grasp that because we have so much. But this was a BIG deal to them.


They didn’t follow Jesus because of who he was, they followed him for what he could do for them. They were after bread to sustain their temporary life, but Jesus was trying to give them eternal life. So what about us? Do we follow Jesus because it makes us feel good?  Or do we follow Jesus because we want a real, lasting, intimate relationship with him and with God?


Jesus is after you. He wants you. He doesn’t want you to follow him just because of what you can get from him He wants you to follow him because of him. Jesus wants the best for us. He wants us to live a life of peace, joy, happiness but he wants us to WANT HIM because we have him not for what he can give us. Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)

Heavenly Father, thank You that our Lord Jesus set aside his position in heaven to come down to earth as a Man, to become fully human and live a perfect life so we might be redeemed by faith in His shed blood. Thank you that Jesus is the Living Bread of Life, and that in Him is eternal life for ALL who believe on His name. We want a close relationship with you and Jesus but we sometimes forget to read the Bible and immerse ourselves in your Scriptures. Lord, forgive us for not doing things your way and living the way you want us to live. Direct us along the path you want us to go. Fill us with a desire to do your service. Father, you have drawn us here to be healed, to listen, to be encouraged. We bring the names of loved ones, friends and others who cannot be here before you who need your healing love. Touch us and fill us and them with your Spirit, Lord.

(A moment of silence to remember friends and loved ones in need of God’s healing love, community and world concerns.)

We thank you for listening to our prayers and our concerns. Help us to reach out to others in love and compassion as Jesus did.

[The Lord’s Prayer]…. Amen.

Benediction:

Filled to the brim with the goodness of God; the nourishment of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, and the power of the Holy Spirit, go now in peace to serve God in all that you think, do and speak. God’s peace will always be with you. AMEN.

